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Office of the City Council 
City of Sioux Falls 

235 West Tenth Street 
Sioux Falls, SD 57117-7402 

(605) 367-8080 

Notice of Interest 
Successor Appointment 

City Council—Northwest District 

1. Name of Interested Party: MARLIN D. THOMPSON 

Address: 5514 W. BREAM PL 

    

3. Telephone Number: 507-829-9328 

  

 

 
    

4. Residency: I affirm that I am a resident of the City of Sioux Falls, South Dakota, and 
that I have been a resident in the Northwest District for at least the last six months. 
EYes I  I No 

5. Resume/Other Background Information: Attached El Yes El No 

Date: MARCH 12, 2011 



City of Sioux Falls 
Statement of Financial Interest 

Candidate for Public Office 
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Return this form to: 
City Clerk's Office, Carnegie Town Hall, 235 W. 10 th  Street, Sioux Falls, SD 57117 

1. Name MARLIN D. THOMPSON  

2. Address  5514 W. BREAM PL  

3. Phone Number  507-829-9328  
4. Office Sought  NORTHWEST DISTRICT COUNCIL MEMBER 

5. What is your occupation/profession? RETIRED 

6. List any enterprise which accounted for more than 
10 percent of, or contributed more than $2,000.00 to, 
your family's (includes spouse, minor children living 
at home) gross income in the preceding calendar 
year. Identify who receives the income from each 
enterprise. 
NONE 

What is the nature of your immediate 
family's association with each? The 
value of the financial interest need not 
be reported. 

7. List any enterprise in which you, your spouse, or 
minor children living at home control more than 
10 percent of the capital or stock. Identify who has 
the ownership interest in each enterprise. 
NONE 

What is the nature of your immediate 
family's association with each? 

State of South Dakota 
) SS. 	 Verification 

County of .,,l,cmorj,2a.ca_) 

I have reviewed paragraphs 1 through 7 of the Information Regarding Statement of Financial 
Interest (attached), my Statement of Financial Interest, and certify that the information reported is 
a complete, true, and accurate representation of my fmancial interests for the preceding calendar 
year. 

(Signed) 

Sworn to before me this jjim_ day of ULEC, 2 

+gospermwooroo~~44.3496,w,  

l(SelOLEY R. DETTLER 

a%  NOTARY PUBLIC 

  SOUTH DAKOTA 

-4-r4454.mstclwr,w.ar-mw/Gew-frAow-A ,4.3-1- 

ission expires: 	 -  

MvCommIssion Expires AD fficer Administering Oath 



March 12, 2011 

Marlin D. Thompson 
5514 W. Bream Place — Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57107-0936 

507-829-9328 — : 	Email: marlindt@sio.midco.net  
RECEIVED 

CITY CLERK'S OFFICE 
"3111pitk 	',3c) frirr,  

Date 	 Time 
TO: Sioux Falls City Council: 

Greg Jamison, Chair; Sue Aguilar, Vice Chair; Vernon Brown; James Entenman; 
Rex Rolfing; Kenny Anderson, Jr.; Michelle Erpenbach 

RE: Northwest District city council vacancy 

As a preface, having resided in Sioux Falls for some time, my wife and I have taken 
note of the many activities and amenities which the city has to offer. Each of you 
should be proud of this community, as we are. 

It is my desire to become directly involved in city government. It is with that in mind 
that I read with interest the vacancy that has occurred on the city council and have 
decided to submit an application with this letter. 

Among the reasons I am seeking the position are — •To be an active and responsible 
member of the council To work toward the betterment of the community and to serve 
all its citizens now and in the future •To foster a solid working relationship with council 
members, mayor, and staff To provide sound growth and development decisions. 

I will bring a fresh perspective to citizens of the northwest district, not having any 
preconceived allegiances to any particular group(s) or project(s) in Sioux Falls. My 
commitment is to serve the citizens of Sioux Falls in all aspects and as I am retired, 
I am devoted to providing my undivided attention to the city and its residents. 

I am also including an attachment outlining my experience in city government in a 
small sized Minnesota city and my community involvement and volunteer capacities. 
I am confident you will evaluate candidates' qualifications and experience in 
government when filling the position. 

Through my past experiences I know it is time consuming but it is a privilege to hold 
public office and especially so on the local level. I am committed to serving on the 
council for the years to come should the citizens provide me with that opportunity 
next April, as voters decided to do in their re-electing Bob Litz. I will appreciate any 
consideration you may give to my desire to become a member of the council in the 
northwest district. 

Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

GA.AA)91,-P„-„rfy,) 
Marlin D. Thompson 

Encl.: Application 
3-pg resume 

Words once printed. . have a life of their own 
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I WILL BRING THESE VIEWS TO SIOUX FALLS CITY GOVERNMENT 

QUALITY OF LIFE — 
City government plays an extremely important role in the quality of life to be enjoyed by Sioux Falls residents. 

Among the livability factors which I believe have an important impact on citizens' quality of life are strong law 
enforcement, street/bridge maintenance, parks and recreation, and libraries. 

To create and maintain a vital, thriving community we must sustain and improve the quality of life within the city. 
It will continue to take hard work, solid leadership, and a strong vision of the future. We must take a long-term, 
balanced approach on how we budget and pay for city services. Funding cuts from state and federal governments 
mean we must make prudent strategic investments to move our community ahead. 

CHALLENGES — 
Growth - Sioux Falls is a high growth area in South Dakota and with that comes additional concerns. Population 
growth attracts new and/or expanded businesses that create jobs, leads to reinvestment in older infrastructure 
and development of new infrastructure, and creates demand for new or expanded public services. 

Sustainability of the community - Intertwined with growth, Sioux Falls faces challenges in providing for 
continued management/development. Shape Sioux Falls 2035 (i.e. community development, education, health 
and social services, public services) is a prime example of the efforts needed to ensure Sioux Falls continues 
to be a dynamic and growing community. 

I believe that partnerships between and among government, the business sector and nonprofit organizations is 
imperative to promote a community that emphasizes the whole community (instead of just disadvantaged 
neighborhoods). 

Housing - The city faces challenges in housing as it relates to growth management, affordable housing, and 
demographic changes. Housing-related issues include not only affordable housing, but the need to revitalize 
neighborhoods, rehab older homes, and housing for the homeless. 

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY — 
Taxes and increasing the tax base - Must prudently utilize the city's growth potential to continue expansion 
of the tax base. In doing so, must balance the need for new infrastructure and various services with the 
increased revenues attributed to that growth. Expanding the tax base through growth management spreads 
the city's property tax levy over those additional taxable properties and has the benefits of increasing the total 
taxing capacity of the city. 

The budgeting process — coupled with adhering to the approved budget when it comes to spending — 
is of utmost importance - Must not disproportionately depend upon increases in existing property values to 
pay for the growth of an expanding tax base. What must be a prerequisite is to control the city's spending habits 
to avoid higher tax rates and maintain fiscal accountability. 

INFORMING CITIZENS OF SIOUX FALLS — 
As a city council member I will make a concerted effort (not just say the words) to afford the public on-going 
access to issues which affect their daily lives, to include budgeting and spending decisions by the city. Sioux 
Falls citizens' input is one of many opinions that, as a city council member, I will take into account in making 
decisions (the decision-making processes must be open and clear to city residents). 
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QUALIFICATIONS — 
As Mayor of a small, progressive Minnesota city for over 11 years I have personal, hands-on experience in 
the following areas: Budgeting; Taxes to include TIF Districts; Review of Audits; Bond Sales; Annexation; 
Residential Platting; Land Use/Planning/Development; Economic Development; Parks and Recreation; Cities' 
Website Development at League of MN Cities; directly involved with Intergovernmental Collaboration, i.e. 
parks, recreation, general government, etc. involving both cities, state and county; Wind Power; City 
Infrastructure Projects; Grants and grant writing. 

These experiences have served to broaden my understanding of the need for leadership, cooperation and 
responsible decision-making on a larger scale to effectively serve as a Sioux Falls city council member. As 
the council is charged with legislating and setting the city policy through adoption of resolutions and ordinances 
and appropriating a budget, my "hands-on" experiences provide me with a more thorough understanding of 
the workings of city government while also avoiding management and administrative issues which are not 
included in the council's powers and/or duties. 

My background also includes the following: 

Veteran - Served 38 months in U.S. Army with rank of E-5 (Sergeant) in charge of 12-man guided missile 
antiaircraft launcher unit. 

Small Business Owner - Owned and operated a successful commercial printing plant (specializing in 
insurance forms printing) and weekly newspaper. 

Community Involvement in Elected and Volunteer Capacities — 
The following is designed to provide additional information on my involvement as an elected official in a small 
sized Minnesota city and also as an active member of various organizations: 
Rural Water Project — 

As mayor I was actively involved in bringing a new water source to the city's residents. Negotiating with 
the newly formed Rural Water (RW) system, the City joined hands with the RW in obtaining grants 
and loans for the extension of the system to the city. This contract with a city was a first for the RW 
system. The city retained an $85,000 grant while making annual payments on the $212,000 contract. 
By investing the grant monies the actual cost of the contract to the city was substantially reduced. 

Served as a member of a two county committee to assess impact of area ground-surface water into the 
aquifer and to develop land use plans accordingly. 

Television Cable Service — 
During my initial term as mayor the city reached agreement with a cable company to provide television 

service to the city's residents. My direct involvement included negotiating with the local electric power 
company to allow the cable company to utilize existing electric poles to carry the network of cables. 
(In later years, cables were buried underground.) 

Street Improvement Project — 
A $2.3 million infrastructure project, involving the city, county and state DOT, was undertaken which 

involved the "main street" business section of town as well as residential areas. Improvements made 
included: removal of storm sewer (dating back to WPA days), existing sewer and water lines, sidewalks 
and street lighting. Replacement was accomplished with some innovative changes: historic-style street 
lighting was installed, paver block was utilized in the "city center', along with colored concrete embedded 
in the roadway which depicted three windtower blades to coincide with the city's theme. Sewer 
extensions were also installed to sections of town which previously utilized septic tanks. The city 
obtained a Rural Development low-interest loan for $1.3 million with the other $1 million paid for by 
the county and state. 

Senior Meal Site — 
As mayor I was heavily involved in the expansion of a meal site for senior citizens within the area. Meeting 

with representatives from the regional Area Council on Aging convinced them of the need for a new 
facility and obtained a $15,000 matching grant. Built a new Community Center which also served as 
the meal site complete with kitchen equipment, etc. 

— t.,c) 044_ V/2_,D-r-...— 
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Tourism — 
Personally developed a city flag to be flown during the town's centennial year to promote the community. 
Designed banners to be placed on the historic-style street lights. 
Promoted and published the city's first Visitors' Guide which depicted the city's windpower assets. 
Promoted windpower through speaking engagements with other entities desiring to learn more about 

wind energy with the city featured on a number of national television networks, newspapers and 
magazines to include the Smithsonian. 

Assisted in making arrangements for location of a windpower maintenance facility (company was 
headquartered in California) within the city which provided 26 new jobs; also incorporated the facility 
into the guided tours related to windpower. 

Developed the city's first website which is still in existence today. 
Historical Society — 

One of the original organizers for an Area Historical Society. Personally developed articles of incorporation 
and bylaws and mission statement, obtained nonprofit 501c(3) for the organization and served as 
president of the board of directors for six years. 

In cooperation with the city, the society constructed a 5,600 sq. ft. building to preserve the city's history 
and also to serve as a windpower learning center complete with a model turbine. Funding: obtained a 
$75,000 grant from the State of Minnesota through a legislative bonding bill after I testified before the 
appropriate committees at the Capitol; obtained a $20,000 cash contribution from a California 
windpower firm along with another $15,000 of in-kind donations; organized a contribution-membership 
campaign which brought in an additional $50,000. Total cost of the heritage and windpower learning 
center was $190,000 with minimal dollars contributed by the city. 

Personally developed and submitted application to MN Historical Society grants-in-aid program for 
purchase of equipment which allowed heritage center visitors to view decades of local newspaper 
pages via film. 

Housing — 
One of the organizers of a nonprofit corporation to construct an 8-plex apartment building with funding 

through the Farmers Home Administration. Was initial president and served for several years. 
Member of 5-person private development group that was responsible for a new housing development 

within the city which included single family homes and a low-income 16-unit complex. 
Was directly involved in the process of obtaining a 10-unit assisted living facility for the community. 
Chairman of county Housing and Redevelopment Authority. 

Other — 
Served on county's centennial committee and cochairman of city's centennial celebration. 
Charter member of community's Lions Club and held numerous offices. 
Parent-Teachers Association (PTA) chairman. 
Cemetery Association board member for 20 years, held the offices of vice president and president. 
Chairman of County Joint Cities (involving 5 communities). 
Served on statewide MN Standard Fire Insurance Policy eight member committee. 

Awards — 
• Chosen as "Citizen of the Year" by the community's Chamber of Commerce".. . in recognition of his 

dedicated efforts for the advancement and betterment of the city" 
• Recipient of newspaper awards from Minnesota Newspaper Association. 
• Various Lions Club International honors. 


