
 

Sioux Falls formally adopted the 2012 International Building Code (2012 
IBC). In this adopted building code the Temporary Certificate of 
Occupancy (TCO) section states: 

R110.4 Temporary occupancy.  
The building official is authorized to issue a temporary certificate of occupancy before the 
completion of the entire work covered by the permit, provided that such portion or 
portions shall be occupied safely. The building official shall set a time period during 
which the temporary certificate of occupancy is valid. 

We have been informed Chief Building Official Ron Bell issued a 
Temporary Certificate of Occupancy (TCO) dated August 1, 2014. The 
City of Sioux Falls is already in clear violation of its own permitting process 
and must now rescind this permit and close the facility.  

 There is no published list of items attached to the TCO laying out the 
items to be completed. 

 There is no TCO expiration date, recommendation is 90 days. 
 There has been no formal published extension granted, standard is 

one extension. 
 No penalties outlined for missing the completion date. 

A TCO allows the facility to be open for its intended use for a specified 
time due to one or more items not being completed. A TCO may be 
requested for a complete project or a part there of. A TCO is not issued if 
any Life Safety issues are unresolved. 
  



Below is an example of TCO language found being used by other adopeters of 
the 2012 IBC: 

Chapter	8.11	
TEMPORARY	OCCUPANCY	AND	UTILITY	PERMITS	

http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Clovis/html/clovis08/Clovis0811.html 

 

8.11.01 Definitions. 

For the purposes of this chapter, unless otherwise apparent from the context, certain words and 
phrases used in this chapter are defined as follows: 

(a)    “Temporary occupancy permit” shall mean a permit issued to occupy any building or 
structure prior to the final inspection and approval required by the Building, Electrical, 
Mechanical, and Plumbing Codes, the zoning requirements, and the public works requirements 
of the City or by State laws and regulations. 

8.11.03 Temporary occupancy permits. 

The occupancy of a building, or portion of a building, may be permitted before the certificate of 
occupancy is issued, provided a temporary occupancy permit is obtained from the Building 
Official. The permittee shall agree to complete the work within the agreed time after the date of 
the permit. The Building Official may extend the completion date for an additional period upon 
the written request of the permittee showing good cause. If the work is not complied with within 
the time specified, the temporary occupancy permit shall become void. Such permit shall be 
issued only in cases where the owner can demonstrate a need to move into a building before the 
building is complete. 

A deposit shall be required for each temporary occupancy permit. Such deposit shall be equal to 
an estimate by the Building Official of the labor and materials remaining to complete the 
construction. Such deposits shall be refundable at the time the construction is completed and the 
certificate of occupancy is issued for the building. If the permit becomes void or is violated, the 
deposit shall be forfeited. (§ 1, Ord. 77-32, eff. August 4, 1977) 


