
   September 4 was 
the third anniversary 
of the inception of 
Drug Court. To recog-
nize the success of 
this program, an Ex-
ecutive Proclamation 
was  co-signed by  
Chief Justice Gilbert-
son and Governor 
Rounds.  The Procla-
mation reads as fol-
lows: 

 Executive  

Proclamation 

State of South  

Dakota 

Office of the  

Governor 

   Whereas, Drug 
Courts benefit individ-
uals by intensively 
working with them to 
overcome their addic-
tion so they can con-
tinue working in the 
community and 
providing for their 
families; and,   

      Whereas, Drug 
Court has strict 
rules, which are un-
derstood up front, by 
the participating indi-
viduals that any mis-
steps will land them 
in jail and they lose 
their opportunity to 
participate  in  the   

program; and  

   Whereas, The 
Drug Court pro-
gram effectively uti-
lizes taxpayer mon-
ey by helping indi-
viduals overcome 
their addiction and 
reintegrate back  
(contôd. on pg. 10) 

Fourth Circuitôs Drug Court 
Celebrates Third Anniversary 

Welcome to the eighth is-

sue of the UJS Newsletter!  
 

Articles, information and feed-

back are welcome.  Articles 

and information will be print-

ed as space allows. Please 

email your information to Glo-

ria Guericke.  
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   The Drug Court Team left to right:  
Meade County Sheriff Ron Merwin, Drug 
Court Assistant Mari Denker, Sturgis 
Defense Attorney Bruce Hubbard, Drug 
Court Judge Michelle Palmer-Percy 
(holding the Executive Proclamation), 
Drug Court Coordinator Chris Pankratz, 
Director of Northern Hills Alcohol & Drug 
Services Mary Wood-Fossen, and Meade 
County States Attorney Jesse Sondreal 



 
   A retirement celebration 
was held for Angie Goetz, 
Circuit Administrator in the 
Fifth Judicial Circuit, on 
Friday, October 1. The 
reception was held at the 
Ramkota Hotel in Aberdeen 
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. C.T. 

   Best wishes to Angie in her 
retirement and a ñthank you ñ 
for her dedication during her 
33 years with the Unified 
Judicial System.  

   The first of four project 
phases in our quest for a new 
case management system 
has been completed!  The 
four project phases are Fit 
Analysis/Planning, Develop-
ment, Odyssey Implementa-
tion, and e-Filing.    

   The first phase was com-
pleted with a Fit Analysis re-
port to the CMS Steering 
Committee on June 24, 2010. 
The report contained recom-
mendations regarding modifi-
cations to Odyssey to accom-
modate UJS business 
needs. The committee ap-
proved the report and a final 
Planning report was prepared 
for State Court Administrator, 
Pat Duggan. The Planning 
report included a statement of 
work,  project budget esti-
mates for the remainder of 
the project, implementation 

proposals, and a project plan 
for the remaining three phases 
of the project.   The report also 
includes the training plan for 
the Pilot in Brookings, Coding-
ton, Lake, Hamlin, Clark, and 
Deuel counties.  The Go-Live 
date for the Pilot is July 11, 
2011. 

   The second phase 
(Development) of the Odyssey 
project began in July.  The De-
velopment phase is scheduled 
through the Pilot and includes 
configuration, development de-
sign and programming, external 
agency interfaces, integration 
with legacy demographics and 
civil judgments, conversion, se-
curity, auditing, reporting, 
forms, testing, training, and the 
go-live in the pilot counties. 

   North Dakota is also imple-
menting the Odyssey case 
management system and be-

gan their pilot in Fargo in Oc-
tober, 2009.  A UJS delega-
tion made a site visit to Fargo 
to review how North Dakotaôs 
pilot project is going.  The trip 
was very informative and the 
team made good contacts 
and came back with relevant 
information.    

   UJS IT staff also traveled to 
Bismarck to visit with North 
Dakota technical staff regard-
ing their experiences with the 
Odyssey implementation.  

      A four-week Odyssey 
Configuration workshop was 

held July 26 -  August 20.  

A four-day Integration 
workshop for UJS technical 
staff was held the week of 
August 23. 

Weôre beginning develop-
ment work to accommodate 
the business rule changes 
approved at the June 24 
CMS Steering Committee 
meeting.  The first compo-
nents that will be completed 
are the criminal sentencing, 
the civil judgments, and the 
probation supervision level 
and transfer functions.  

 We completed our first 
round of meetings with our 
external agency data sharing  
partners. Those agencies are 
Secretary of State, Public 
Safety, the Attorney Gen-
eralôs office, and Game, Fish, 
& Parks.  

An Odyssey forms work-
shop (contôd on page 12)       
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Retirement Celebration Held for  

Circuit Administrator Angie Goetz  

Case Management System (CMS) Update  
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Angie Goetz, Circuit 
Administrator 
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South Dakota Trial Lawyers 
Association during the 
Association's annual meeting 
in Rapid City on June 17, 
2010.    
   The award is given to an 
outstanding trial or appellate 
judge who possesses 
unwavering personal integrity 
and maintains an exemplary 
standard of conduct that 
enhances the image of the 
judiciary and reinforces public 
confidence in the justice 
system.  The judge receiving 
the award must also show 
respect and courtesy to the 
parties, witnesses, jurors, 
court personnel and attorneys 
who appear in the Judgeôs 

   Third Circuit Court Judge 
David R. Gienapp was 
presented with the annual 
Fred J. Nichol Award for 
Outstanding Jurist by the 

   VERMILLION, S.D. -- The 
University of South Dakota 
School of Lawôs Student Bar 
Association selected the 
Honorable Arthur L. Rusch as 
the student groupôs inaugural 
recipient of the 2010 
Volunteer Service Award.  

   The Volunteer Service 
Award recognizes an 
individual who has provided 
time and expertise to student 
organizations at the School of 
Law, including speaking 
engagements for courses and 
campus events, serving as 
judges for competitions, and 
assisting with pro bono 
opportunities. 

     Rusch, who has practiced 
law in Vermillion for more 

than two decades, 
received his B.S. 
in business 
administration 
from USD in 1968 
and a juris doctor 
from the USD 
School of Law in 
1971. In 1994, he 
was appointed 
Presiding Judge 
of the First 
Judicial Circuit, 
which includes 14 
southeast South 
Dakota counties 

   USD School of 
Law student Elizabeth 
Overmoe, 2009-2010 SBA 
President, announced Rusch 
as the awardôs first recipient 
during the Law Schoolôs 

annual Barristersô 
Ball in Sioux Falls, 
S.D., last March. 
However, Rusch 
was unable to 
attend due to a 
prior commitment 
and he was 
presented with the 
award recently in 
Vermillion. Rusch 
was also publicly 
recognized at the 
annual meeting of 
the South Dakota 
State Bar 
Association in Rapid 
City last month. 

Source: University of South Dakotaôs 
website: http://www.usd.edu/press/
news/news.cfm?nid=1994 
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Rusch Recipient of USD Law Schoolôs  
Volunteer Service Award  

Judge Art Rusch 

 

Courtroom and consistently 
make decisions that are well 
reasoned and uphold the 
integrity and independence of 
the office.  The South Dakota 
Trial Lawyers Association 
created this award in honor of 
the late Judge Fred J. Nichol.          
   Judge Gienapp has been a 
Circuit Court Judge since 2002 
when he left private practice 
with the law firm of Arneson, 
Issenhuth & Gienapp. He 
graduated from USD in 1964 
and the University of Wyoming 
School of Law in 1967.  He was 
a law clerk for the South 
Dakota Supreme Court, a 
South Dakota Assistant 
Attorney (contôd. on pg. 4) 

Judge David Gienapp with 
the Trial Lawyersô Jurist 
Award. 

Judge Gienapp Receives Trial Lawyersô Jurist Award 



   Gregory attorney 
Wally Eklund was ap-
pointed as a 7th Cir-
cuit Court judge at 
the Pennington 
County Courthouse 
on Friday afternoon, 
June 18, 2010. 

   He was appointed 
by the governor to fill 
a vacant judgeship in 
a circuit that includes 
Custer, Fall River, 
Pennington and 
Shannon counties. 

   Eklund has been in 
private practice since 
earning his law degree in 
1971. Heôs also served as 
Gregory County stateôs attor-
ney and as attorney for the 
city of Gregory and the Greg-

ory School  District. 

Photo and story from Rapid 
City Journal. Kristina Barker, 
photographer.  
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New Judge in Seventh Judicial Circuit  

ON THE GAVEL  

General, and Assistant U.S. 
Attorney for South Dakota 
until he entered private 
practice in 1976. 
   Judge Gienapp served as 
President of the State Bar of 
South Dakota (1994-95) and 
the South Dakota Trial 
Lawyers Association (1981-
82).  He is a member of the 
American Bar Association 
(Delegate, 1996 - present), 
American Board of Trial 
Advocates (Advocate), 
American College of Trial 
Lawyers (Fellow), American 
Board of Criminal Lawyers 
(Fellow), International 

Academy of Trial Lawyers 
(Fellow), International 
Society of Barristers 
(Fellow), and the American 
Bar Foundation (Fellow).  He 
is a frequent lecturer and 
speaker at numerous state 
and national legal events.  
   Judge Gienapp received 
the SDTLA Trial Lawyer of 
the Year award in 1998. 
   The Nichol award is given 
annually in June during the 
SDTLA annual meeting. 
  Information from S.D. Trial 
Lawyers Association press 
release. Contact: Sara 
Hartford.  

Judge Gienapp Award Recipient,  

contôd. from page 3. 

 

   Angel Wedin is the new legal 
research secretary who pro-
vides support for the Supreme 
Courtôs staff attorneys, the 
Board of Bar Examiners, and 
the Supreme Court law library. 

   Angel is a native of Grand 
Junction, Colorado. She and 
her husband, Jim, have three 
sons, Spencer, age 9, Ryan, 
age 6, and Gavin, 16 months. 
Angel is active in the Pierre 
community and serves on the 
boards of the Oahe Hockey As-
sociation, the AAUW preschool, 
and the YMCA. She enjoys 
reading, cooking, and spending 
time watching her husband and 
sons play hockey.  

New Legal 
Research 
Secretary  

Angel Wedin, Legal Research 
Secretary 

Circuit Judge Wally Eklund 



   After a very careful se-
lection process, the Se-
cond Circuit is pleased to 
announce that Angelia 
(Angie) Gries has been 
chosen as the new Clerk 
of Court for Minnehaha 
County.   

   Angie has past experi-
ence in the 2nd Circuit.  
She originally worked in 
the Clerk's office in 1997 
and worked through a 
number of different case 
areas including small 
claims and civil.  In 2001 
she moved to Court Ad-
ministration where she 

handled criminal where she handled criminal calendars, 
lead back-up for jury trials, 
and a list of other things.   

   She left in 2007 to accept 
an administrative/sales de-
partment position  for KELO 
TV.  Her resume also in-
cludes business manage-
ment and staff training in oth-
er positions prior to her work 
with UJS.  

   Angie returns with some 
very high recommendations 
from judges, attorneys, and 
others who have worked with 
her in the past.  
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New Clerk of Court in Second Circuit  
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   A reception was held 
on Tuesday, July 20th, at 
the Spink County Court-
house in Redfield, honor-
ing Court Clerk Magis-
trate Donna Fredrickson 
for her 26 years of ser-

vice to the Unified Judicial 
System. Donna retired on 
Friday, August 6.  

   Thank you, Donna, and 
best wishes on your retire-
ment. 

Donna Fredrickson Retires after 26 Years of Service 
to the Unified Judicial System  

Angie Gries, new Clerk of Court 
for Minnehaha County. 

 

 

Please welcome Jill McClanahan  

Donna Fredrickson poses with 
Presiding Judge Von Wald at her 
retirement reception.  

   Jill McClanahan  start-
ed work in the State 
Court Administratorôs Of-
fice as a Court Opera-
tions Specialist. Prior to 
that, she worked in the 
Hughes County Clerk of 
Courts Office. 

   Welcome, Jill! 

 Jill McClanahan 



   Sioux Falls held the dubi-
ous distinction of being the 
divorce capital of the nation 
around the turn of the centu-
ry.  The information in this ar-
ticle is from various newspa-
per articles from 1891 to 
1912. 

Economic Benefits 

     A February 25, 1908 arti-
cle in the Logansport Report-
er, Logansport, Indiana, re-
ported some of the economic 
benefits obtained from those 
residing in South Dakota 
while establishing residency 
for their divorce.  ñ...In the an-
nual report of the bureau of 

vital statistics is made 
plain the reason why 
South Dakota doesnôt 
want to give up the di-
vorce business. The 
bureauôs report shows 
that in 1907 652 di-
vorces were granted in 
that state of which 320 
were non-residents, 
and it was a dull year 
in the divorce market, 
too.  

   The average spent 
by divorcees within 
their six months resi-
dence in South Dakota 
is not less than $200 a 

month 
and 
proba-
bly 
much 
more, 
...the 
state last 
year took in 
$480,000 as 
inducement 
for granting 
the 320 di-
vorces to non 
residents. 

   While 1907 
was decidedly 
bearish in the 
divorce trade 
owing to the 
agitation in 
the state for 
its abolish-
ment, if the in-
come for the 
last year is tak-

en as an average, South Da-
kota has realized $5,000,000 
from her divorce mill in the 
last decade... 

   Merchants send special or-
ders for high grade goods in 
anticipation of the divorce 
patronage, hotels fit up whole 
suites of rooms in the best of 
trappings to make the sojurn 
pleasant, while it is a regular 
business to furnish houses 
and rent them to unhappy 

wives for $75 to $100 a 

month. 

   Lawyers profit to the extent 
of $12,000 a year from the 
outside business. Physicians 
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Divorce Capital in South Dakota  
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The front side of the marker in Sioux Falls 
noting when Sioux Falls was a popular 
location for speedy divorces.  

The side  two continuation of the  
divorce marker sign in Sioux Falls.   

 

 


