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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Denny Sanford PREMIER Center Continues 

Strong Revenue, Booking Results in 2018 

(SIOUX FALLS, S.D.) – For the third straight year, the SMG-managed Denny Sanford PREMIER Center has 

generated over $2 million in net operating income while hosting major concerts and sporting events that draw 

audiences from across the region to Sioux Falls. 

“The Denny Sanford PREMIER Center has established itself as an important stop for touring and event 

promoters in the country as a result of tremendous ticket sales support from the public and the hard work and 

dedication by our Sioux Falls employees,” says Leonard Bonacci, SMG’s Regional Vice-President.  

2018 included three major first-time events for the state of South Dakota: the National Pheasant Fest & Quail 

Classic, the nationally televised WWE Raw event, and the NCAA Division I Men’s Ice Hockey Regional 

Tournament, which was won by Minnesota-Duluth – the eventual national champion at college hockey’s 

“Frozen Four.” 

Other milestones reached in 2018 include surpassing 2.8 million in total attendance and a total 54 sold-out 

events since the venue’s grand opening concert in October of 2014. In September, Metallica set a new venue 

attendance record previously held by Carrie Underwood.  

The PREMIER Center’s new Assistant General Manager Jim Johnson, who came to Sioux Falls in November 

from the SMG-managed venues in Stockton, California, says he’s confident in the venue’s ability to draw top 

tier talent for years to come. 

“The amount of support the public has shown through ticket sales for our venue is amazing,” Johnson says, 

“and promoters across the country know it. The public has made the Denny Sanford PREMIER Center a must-

play for many of the top tours each year.” 

“The PREMIER Center continues to be a success story for Sioux Falls thanks to the City’s partnership with 

SMG,” said Sioux Falls Mayor Paul TenHaken. “I’m excited for the PREMIER Center to continue setting 

records in 2019 and the incredible line up scheduled for the venue in the coming months.” 

“The 2019 touring calendar continues to be strong, so we anticipate long-term success at Sioux Falls’ incredible 

venue,” adds Bonacci. 
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DENNY SANFORD PREMIER CENTER BY THE NUMBERS 

January 1-December 31, 2018 

$2.1 million — net operating income, Denny Sanford PREMIER Center 

$1.6 million — sales tax paid, Denny Sanford PREMIER Center 

649,385 — total attendance  

109 — event days  

24 — touring events 

9 — sold-out events: Metallica; Professional Bull Riders (2); Brad Paisley; Chris Young; Zac Brown Band; 

Imagine Dragons; Def Leppard/Journey; Sioux Falls Stampede Weiner Dog Races 

18 — concerts 

25 — special events, including Pheasant Fest (3), WWE Raw, PBR (3) Cirque du Soleil (5), Disney on Ice (6), 

Jeff Dunham, PREMIER Rodeo (2), Monster Jam (3), Harlem Globetrotters 

5 — sporting events: NCAA Division I Men’s Regional Hockey Tournament, Summit League Basketball 

Tournament, State AA Boys and Girls Basketball Tournament, State A/B Wrestling Tournament, State All-

Class Volleyball Tournament 

 

About the Denny Sanford PREMIER Center 

The Denny Sanford PREMIER Center is the region’s newest and largest sports and entertainment venue, hosting a variety of events 

including concerts, hockey, indoor football, Division I basketball, rodeos, family programs and much more. The facility features two 

public and two private clubs and offers premium seating including private suites, loge boxes, and club seats. The Denny Sanford 

PREMIER Center opened September 19, 2014. For more information, visit www.dennysanfordpremiercenter.com. 

About SMG 

Founded in 1977, SMG provides management services to more than 240 public assembly facilities including convention and 

exhibition centers, arenas, stadiums, theatres, performing arts centers, equestrian facilities, science centers and a variety of other 

venues. With facilities across the globe, SMG manages more than 15 million square feet of exhibition space and more than 1.5 million 

sports and entertainment seats. As the recognized global industry leader, SMG provides venue management, sales, marketing, event 

booking and programming, construction and design consulting, and pre-opening services for such landmark facilities as McCormick 

Place & Soldier Field in Chicago, Moscone Convention Center in San Francisco, Houston's NRG Park and the Mercedes-Benz 

Superdome. SMG also offers food and beverage operations through its concessions and catering company SAVOR, currently serving 

more than 140 accounts worldwide. For more information visit www.smgworld.com. 
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